
commitment  craftsmanship  quality  on staff installers  the best price

For more than 45 years, Brunswick Floors has floored Southeast Georgia. National top name brand carpet for 
a single room or for an entire house, beautifully crafted woven area rugs, handsome hardwood floors, exciting 
ceramic tile, and dramatic natural stone all at the best price and installed by our on staff professional installers.

Brunswick
3550 Darien Highway
912.265.0222

St. Simons Island
3600 Frederica North
912.638.9119

Kingsland
880 E. King Avenue
912.729.3960

get ready to be floored.

Choose from the largest selection and styles of authentic 
hard-scraped wood flooring starting as low as $3.99 sq. ft.

CALL 506-6399
anytime with news tips

Judgeship goes
before Senate

A bill seeking a fifth
judge for the Brunswick
Judicial Circuit is expected
to be heard today by the
Georgia Senate.

The bill, introduced by
Rep. Roger Lane, R-Darien,
and co-sponsored by House
Majority Leader Jerry
Keen, R-St. Simons Island,
and Cecily Hill, R-St.
Marys, has already passed
the House. 

The cost, which must be
added to the state budget,
would be about $500,000.

If passed by the Senate,
Keen said it would take
about six months for the
judge to set up office.

A new judge, who would
be appointed by Gov.
Sonny Perdue until an elec-
tion could be held, could
begin hearing cases in
January. 

“It would be like setting
up a new business,” Keen
said. 

The Brunswick Judicial
Circuit takes in five coun-
ties: Glynn, Camden, Jeff
Davis, Appling and Wayne.

Post office offers
Passport Fair 

International travelers
who need a United States
passport can submit their
applications from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. Saturday at the St.
Simons Island post office.

The post office, which
routinely has application
forms but does not process
them, will have a one-time
Passport Fair on Saturday
to accept applications.

The post office building
is at 1705 Frederica Road,
St. Simons Island.

Police charge 
man with robbery

A 20-year-old Brunswick
man was arrested
Wednesday after he
allegedly tried to rob a gas
station with a BB gun.

Glynn County police said
Robert Anthony Woodward
approached a clerk outside
of American Jack’s at 5004
U.S. 341 around 1:45 p.m.
and wielded the gun, telling
her he wanted money.

He fled the scene without
money and was apprehend-
ed by Glynn County police
on Glyndale Drive.

Woodward, who was in a
black pickup, was arrested
without incident and
charged with robbery.

NEXT
IN THE NEWS

In Friday’s edition,
Local reports on work
being done on the old
GA building, Sports
previews the
Brunswick-Glynn base-
ball game and Life
looks at the lure of
vanity license plates.
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Ga. flag hits all 159 counties before making home on sub

Blackout part of global event

FAST NEWSFAST NEWS

By CAROLINA MURILLO
The Brunswick News

Norma and James Hartnett stood
in front of the Veterans Memorial
at the historic Glynn County
Courthouse on G Street, waiting to
catch a glimpse of the Georgia flag
during its brief stop in Brunswick
Wednesday.

The husband and wife didn’t
want to miss the opportunity to lay
eyes on the flag as it makes its way
to Camden County, the final leg of
a trip  through all 159 counties in
the state.

“It is a historic moment,” said
James Hartnett, a U.S. Army veter-
an and member of the St. Simons
Island Post 4092 Veterans of
Foreign Wars. 

With camera in hand, he wanted
to be present to pay tribute to the
men and women in military service
and aboard the USS Georgia,
which will fly the state flag at its

new home port at Naval Submarine
Base Kings Bay, in Camden
County.

Those were the same words
Allen Burns, executive director of
the Coastal Georgia Regional
Development Center, uttered when
presenting the traveling flag to res-
idents, city and county officials
during the brief ceremony at the
memorial. 

The Navy League and regional
development centers throughout
the state planned and carried out
the details of the flag’s around-the-
state trip.

“This flag is more than a piece of
cloth,” Burns said. “It will be
something the USS Georgia crew
will look at and remember the
amount of respect the people of
Georgia have for them.”

Gov. Sonny Perdue will present
the flag to the submarine’s com-
manding officer, Capt. Brian
McIlvaine, Friday during a return

to service ceremony for the USS
Georgia.

A logbook signed by Glynn
County Commission Chairman
Don Hogan and Brunswick Mayor
Pro Tem Cornell Harvey will also
be exhibited on the USS Georgia. 

The items will be on permanent
display aboard the submarine as a
reminder of the support shown by
each county.

The submarine, almost two foot-
ball fields long and four stories
high, was recently converted from
a ballistic missile submarine to a
guided missile submarine.

Bernie Kopp, a Navy League
representative who attended the
ceremony, said the submarine has
the capability and targeting sys-
tems to launch up to 154
Tomahawk missiles and can carry
more than 66 Navy SEALS, mem-
bers of a special forces unit. 
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County and city officials, along with Glynn County residents, pose for a photo with the Georgia flag at the
historic Glynn County Courthouse. The flag came through the 158th Georgia county it has visited
Wednesday, enroute to Camden County, where it will be displayed on the USS Georgia. 

‘Historic moment’

By ANNA FERGUSON
The Brunswick News

Since 1985, employees of MAP International have
quietly gone about their tasks on the outskirts of
Brunswick. 

Located in a modest but adequate building at 2200
Glynco Parkway, MAP International goes unnoticed by
many. So much so, a part of the Golden Isles population
is unaware that the international non-profit relief organ-
ization even exists.  

“I think some people know we’re here, but most peo-
ple probably don’t,” said Michael Nyenhuis, president
of the organization. “Or  they know we’re here but don’t
really know what we do.”

After this week, all that may change. 
A ground-breaking ceremony will be held Friday at

4700 Glynco Parkway, the 17-acre site slated to be
MAP International’s new home. 

A far cry from the current location’s simple appear-
ance, the new facility will be shiny and bright. It will
even have a lake out front. 

“I think this might make us a bit more high profile,”
Nyenhuis said, adding that being above the radar is not
a bad thing, but it’s also not the goal of the organization.

Plans for the new building began in October, when the
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center bought the
current MAP building for $4.2 million to expand the
FLETC campus. That has allowed MAP to expand its
campus, Nyenhuis said. 

While there’s nothing wrong with MAP’s current

building, Nyenhuis saw the sale as a golden opportuni-
ty.

Nyenhuis and the organization will remain where they
are  until the new headquarters is built.

“I loved this old building,” he said. “It’s been really
great for us. But it just made sense for us to do this move
now.”

Throughout the past six months, MAP has been work-
ing with Randall-Paulson Architecture firm in Roswell

to draw up a blueprint for the new building. If all goes
as planned, dirt will start moving in April “and we’ll be
in our new home by October,” he said. 

With more office and warehouse space - the ware-
house will be 4,000 square feet and the office 1,500
square feet – the new facility will be able to accommo-
date the non-profit’s growing needs, said Nyenhuis. 

Last year, the group shipped $380 million in medi-
cines and medical products to 135 countries around the
globe. 

“After 22 years, we have become a different organiza-
tion,” he said. “We will be able to do technological
upgrades in our warehouse and in other areas. We’ve
been given this amazing opportunity to grow and
expand, and we’re taking it.”

The new building will also be LEED certified, mean-
ing it will be energy efficient and environmentally
friendly. Obtaining the certificate was a vital point for
the structure and reflective of the organization’s core
mission. 

“We work in the health field and see how irresponsi-
ble building negatively effects a community’s health,”
he said. “Also we, as Christians, are stewards of the
Earth. Having a building that represents who we are is a
very important part of our identity.”

Founded in Chicago in 1954, MAP International is a
Christian-based medical aid organization that ships
pharmaceuticals to developing countries. The non-prof-
it group moved its headquarters from Chicago to
Brunswick in 1985 for easier access to shipping routes
and to create a more organized flow path. 

MAP International expanding campus
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MAP International president Michael Nyenhuis in
MAP’s Brunswick warehouse at the volunteer
packaging area for Travel Packs, boxes of medi-
cine volunteer doctors take to other countries.

Ground-breaking ceremony for new building and grounds slated for Friday

‘Earth Hour’
sheds light 
on climate 

By ANNA FERGUSON
The Brunswick news

Come Saturday night, Travis Douce is hoping to
see a complete blackout in the Golden Isles. 

The lack of lights wouldn’t be a sign of a power
shortage, but would signify the community coming
together for a common cause as part of the
International Earth Hour campaign.

“The idea (with Earth Hour) is to extrapolate the
ideas of limiting energy consumption into our daily
life,” said Douce, a researcher for the Coastal
Georgia Sustainable Community program of the
University of Georgia Marine Extension and an
organizer of the local Earth Hour branch.

“We all make choices that either contribute or
don’t contribute to global climate change. This is a
way for us to help people make that choice for them-
selves.” 

Launched in 2007 in Australia, International Earth
Hour is a grassroots movement to shed light on glob-
al climate change. Through the campaign, partici-
pants worldwide will shut off their lights for one
hour, from 8 to 9 p.m., Saturday.

Not only does turning off the power save energy
for one hour, it also represents a universal effort to
reduce energy consumption and increase awareness
about global warming, said Keren Giovengo, direc-
tor of the group heading the local Earth Hour move-
ment. 

In larger cities around the world, such as Sydney,
New York and Atlanta, individuals and business
owners will implement the campaign through
themed gatherings and candle-lit dinners.

Douce is aiming to get similar events under way
locally, he said. 

“Hopefully, these events will pull into the main-
stream of America,” said Douce. “Other cities are
planning really cool events, and I would love to see
coastal Georgia really embracing this idea.”

Area Earth Hour participants don’t have to be part
of larger events to take part in the movement,
Giovengo said. She would like to see  families use
the hour as a way to reconnect with the planet and its
natural nighttime beauties. 

“There are definitely plenty of fun opportunities
with Earth Hour,” Giovengo said. “This is a group
time for families to get outside and look at the stars,
listen to frogs and spring peeps, and reconnect with
their own habits.”


